Policy File IFBGA

ACCEPTABLE USE OF THE INTERNET

With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.   Therefore, the smooth operation of the Internet, in the various schools, relies upon the proper conduct of the end users who must adhere to the guidelines established by the school system.

The use of the school access to the Internet is a privilege, not a right.  Inappropriate use may result in a cancellation of this privilege.  Based upon the acceptable-use guidelines outlined herein, the system administrators have the sole authority in determining what qualifies as inappropriate use.   The administration, faculty, and staff of each Jackson County School may request the system administrator to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user accounts.

1. Guidelines

A.
General Use

1. All student use of the Internet should be focused on “appropriate and specific learning goals and objectives.” (WVDE Policy 2460 3.3)

2. Before using the Internet, students will be required to successfully complete acceptable use training at the elementary, middle, and high school levels.

1 Users are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette as cited in WVDE Policy 2460 3.6.1 and shall include, but not be limited to the following:

1 Be polite.  Use appropriate language.  Do not write or send abusive messages to others.

1 Do not reveal the personal home address or phone numbers of students or colleagues–Note that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private.  Messages related to or in support of illegal activities may be reported to the authorities.

1 Do not use the Internet in a way that would disrupt the use of Internet by others (e.g. downloading huge files during prime time, sending mass e-mail messages, annoying other users).

1 Keep files (old e-mail messages) stored on the server to a minimum.  

1 If account is to be unused for an extended period of time, be sure to remove name from list of subscribers to list servers.

4. Information gathered from Internet resources must be used in compliance with copyright laws and must include proper documentation of the source.

2. Web Publishing

2. Each school may create an “official” school home page.  The “official” school page should be designated as such by faculty senate, the school improvement council, the school technology committee, or the administration.
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2. Schools with home pages that follow the guidelines set forth in this document and WVDE Policy 2460 may apply to the WVDE for a domain name.

2. Parent permission must be obtained before student home pages are published on the Internet.

2. Content of home pages should reflect positively on Jackson County Schools and must comply with, but not be limited to, the following provisions from WVDE Policy 2460 3.4.5.

2. Content should be appropriate, in good taste, and not harmful to any individual or group.

2. Text should be grammatically correct, accurately spelled, and have a pleasing appearance.

2. Student pictures can be published at the discretion of the school.  Parental permission must be obtained*.  Internet guidelines stress the importance of not publishing the last names of students.  Nicknames may be used in the place of the given name.  Personal information, such as home address, home telephone, credit card information, mother’s maiden name, and other personal information should not be published.

2. Pages should comply with State Education policies and regulations.

2. Information such as an e-mail address of the responsible contact person, copyright, and the last date updated should be included.

2. Information on a page should remain current and accurate.
g.
Business/commercial links or the acknowledgment of a business on a school home page should be restricted to business partners and/or materials that are educational, provide technical support, or are germane to the philosophy of the school.  Advertising of commercial offerings is forbidden.

8. All content must comply with copyright, intellectual property, state, federal, and international law.

9. Published copyrighted materials must include the permission granted statement (who, time period, etc.)

10. Documents should be available to validate published information.

*An agreement of responsibility and understanding for Web Page Design training is to be signed by each student, and by the parent or guardian, if the student is to have their page posted to the web.  This agreement shall be kept on file as long as the student attends Jackson County Schools.  (See Attachment B.)
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5. Bandwidth requirements should be considered when designing a home page.

6. Home page style and markup should comply with standards set by WVDE Policy 2460 3.4.7.

II
Unacceptable Uses of the Internet
1 Executing, creating, storing, sending or viewing inappropriate material.

1 Using the network in ways which violate school policies and/or behavior standards.

1 Using the Internet for financial or commercial gain.

1 Degrading or disrupting equipment or system performance.

1 Invading the privacy of other individuals by accessing and/or vandalizing their computerized data.

1 Wasting technology resources.

1 Gaining unauthorized access to resources or entities.

1 Using an account owned by another user without permission.

1 Posting personal communications without the author’s consent.

A letter shall be sent to the parents or guardians of all students who are to be trained on Internet usage.  Additionally, an agreement of responsibility and understanding is to be signed by each student who receives training, the parent or guardian, and the instructor.  This agreement shall be kept on file as long as the student attends Jackson County Schools.  (See Attachment A.)
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JACKSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

AGREEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY AND UNDERSTANDING

USER (Student)
User’s Name(please print)____________________________________________________________

Signature:________________________________________________ Please sign and return.

I understand and will abide by the Jackson County Internet Acceptable-Use Policy. I further understand that any violation of the regulations is unethical and may constitute a criminal offense.  Should I commit any violation, my access privileges may be revoked and school disciplinary action may be taken.


PARENT
Must be signed for Internet Access.

I, the parent of ____________________________________, have read and discussed the Jackson County Internet Acceptable-Use Policy.  I understand that this access is designed for educational purposes.  I also recognize it is impossible to restrict access to all controversial materials, and I will not hold the school responsible when my child uses Internet outside a school instructional setting.  I hereby give permission to issue an account for my child, and certify that the information contained on this form is correct.

Parent or Guardian’s Name (please print)___________________________________________________

Signature:______________________________________ Date:_________________________________


TEACHER
Must be signed for Internet Access

I agree to promote the Jackson County Internet Acceptable Use Policy with the student.  I agree to instruct the student in acceptable use of the network and proper network etiquette.

Teacher’s Name (please print)___________________________________________

Signature:____________________________________Date:_________________________
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JACKSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

INTERNET WEB PAGE RELEASE FORM

In an effort to maintain the integrity of the mission and goals of the Jackson County School system,

the following release form must be completed before any web page is created which contains a student’s picture or intellectual property.

Jackson County Schools does not authorize the use of:

· The last name of any student in a web page

· Pictures of students without a signed release form

· Pictures which identify students by name

· Student intellectual property such as art work, poetry, essays, performances, home page design, etc., without the signed release form.

Please complete and sign the following release form and return it to school with your child.

I (Do_____, Do Not _____) authorize the release of my child’s picture to be used on the school’s home page.

I (Do_____, Do Not_____) authorize the release of my child’s intellectual property, such as art work, poetry, essays, performances, home page design, etc., to be used on the school’s home page.

School Name (please print) ______________________________________________________________

Student Name (please print)______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________________________________________

Date ______________________________________________________________________________
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